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Welcome to the Spring 2009 edition of the
Somerset FA magazine. I am pleased to begin this
edition with good news.

After many years, the quest for a new County
Headquarters is finally nearing a conclusion. At the
January meeting of the Board, the Directors decided
unanimously to pursue a new office development

currently under construction in Glastonbury, by the developers Melhuish
& Saunders. We are currently instructing solicitors to formally sign
a contract and, all being well, we could be in our new offices by
September of this year. With the dramatic growth in staff over the
previous years through FA Funding, we have outgrown our Current HQ
at Midsomer Norton, as any of you who have visited us recently can
testify. The new offices will help us provide a better service to the
football community in the county.

In spite of the recent wintry weather, most of the County Cup
competitions are on schedule and over the next few weeks the line-up
of this year’s finals will be revealed. Please keep in touch with the SFA
website to see the dates and venues of the respective finals.

Good luck for the remainder of the season.
Jon Pike, Chief Executive

Front cover picture: Permission to use this
photograph has been given from the players’
parents.
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Sadly since our last issue, we have to
report the death of two long-serving
and respected members of the
Somerset FA Council, Roger Stone and
Colin Skirton.

Roger Stone passed
away in January at the
age of 64. Roger was
born and raised in
Bristol. He
represented Bristol
Boys and was part of
the team that won the
1957-58 Schools
Trophy. He played for

a number of teams in Bristol during his
career, after which he became manager of
Keynsham Town and stayed involved with
the club for a number of years in a variety
of roles. He also became involved in the
Somerset Floodlight League, again in
a variety of roles. He represented the
League on Council from 1998. He served
on several committees, including the
Women’s and Girls and Women’s
Representative Committee, both of which
he chaired. He also served on the Cups
and Grounds Committee. He will best be
remembered for managing the Under-18
Representative side for a number of
years.

Colin Skirton was an
excellent player,
turning out for
Radstock Town,
Welton Rovers, Bath
City and Trowbridge
Town. Sadly his career
was cut short by an
accident which
resulted in the loss of

one of his legs. However, Colin remained
active in football and served on the
Council from 1983. He was manager of
the County Senior Representative side
and served on a number of Committees
including the Disciplinary and Youth
Committees. Colin became a Life Member
of the Association in 2004 and in spite of
ill health in recent years, he was still
a familiar face at Council and youth
matches, remaining an active member of
Council to the end.

Our thoughts and sympathies are with
the families of both men. Roger and Colin
will be sadly missed by their many friends
in football.

CHARTER STANDARD
Congratulations to Bath City Youth who
have achieved Charter Standard. The club,
originally formed as Avon Arsenal, were
recently reformed and renamed as Bath
City Youth, becoming part of the city’s
senior club. The club were presented with
their award at half-time during the Blue
Square Conference South match between
Bath City and Newport County by local
MP Don Foster.

Foster was joined by Bath City FC’s
Managing Director, Paul Williams, Marcus
Holmes, Football Development Officer for
the Somerset FA and BANES, together
with the Mayor of Bath, Tim Ball, in
presenting the award to Mike Charlton,
Chairman of Bath City Youth FC.

SHIRTS FOR AFRICA
Jilly Hillier, daughter-in-law of Somerset FA
President Francis Hillier, is the Global
Education Manager of the Marlborough
Brandt Group who have established
a flourishing link between schools in
Somerset and Wiltshire and The Gambia in
Africa. Jilly has just returned from a visit to
Ganjur in The Gambia, where she lead
a party of some ten teachers on an annual
basis to forge links with African schools.
For the last six years Somerset FA have
been able to send over kit and footballs to
support these less fortunate young people.

The Young Farmers team from Ganjur
were happy to report that they had
recently won the local Junior Cup, proudly
wearing the red of Somerset.

For Jilly’s most recent visit, Somerset
were able not only to provide a further set
of shirts and footballs, but also to support
the children of the neighbouring Brufut
Lower Basic School.

Mustapha Majang, General Secretary of
Ganjur Young Farmers FC, has emailed
Somerset FA to thank us for the shirts and
promises to keep us updated on the
progress of the team in their Somerset kit.
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Bath City Youth Team.

Roger Stone

Colin Skirton

Somerset FDO Brendan Dix presents this season Fa
Girls Under-13.

Members of the Ganjur Young Farmers FC in Gambia wearing shirts donated by
Somerset FA, presented to them by Jilly Hillier (right).
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